
LHS Summer Reading 2020 
 
Reading is one of the few activities scientifically-proven to relieve 
stress, make you smarter, and increase empathy. It is also the best way 
to improve your writing skills since you cannot write at a higher level 
than that at which you read. We know that this has been a challenging 
year, but reading is one of the best ways to offset the loss of knowledge 
and skills that results from less time spent in school and to prepare for 
next year. 
 
If you are taking an AP course in the fall, you are not required to read a 
specific book. Rather, the recommendation is that you find an 
appropriate book of your choice to read in order to improve your 
reading and writing skills. 
 
 

Juniors: We recommend nonfiction books, memoirs, and/or historical fiction to prepare for 
rhetorical analysis and to support your learning in history. Find something in a field that interests you 
and/or one that you don’t know much about but would like to learn! 
 
Seniors: Your focus will be on literature (fiction) – novels, novellas, or plays of literary merit. Look for 
books that have won major awards such as a Nobel Prize for Literature, a Booker Prize, a Hugo Award, 
etc. You can choose any work of fiction that interests you from any era, so whether you like classics, 
science fiction, or historical fiction, you can choose something that interests you! 
 
Tip: When choosing a book, look at Amazon.com and click “preview.” This will allow you to see a sample 
and check out the writer’s style to see if it’s a good fit. You can also check out some reviews while you’re 
there. You do not have to purchase a book from Amazon to use this preview tool. 
 
Finding books: of course you can purchase books from a variety of retailers, or read one already in your 
home, but here are some other options: 

• Remember that most libraries are offering free online books right now, so please do not let a lack 
of physical copies of books hold you back. Check your local library’s website for details: 
https://library.cityoflewisville.com/ 

• For free audiobooks: The SYNC audiobook program begins on April 30th and runs for the next 13 
weeks.  It pairs up 2 YA (or YA-ish) titles each week and makes them available for free download 
through SORA.  Here’s a link to a short video walking you through the steps to access the 
audiobooks: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-nPW7EPBkw1nlVUiyJTTo1467PU-Dac6/view?usp=sharing  

• Find free copyright-free books at Project Gutenberg (a great source for classics like Frankenstein): 
https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

 
Feel free to reach out to your current English teacher, your librarian, or your new English teacher (once 
you get your schedule) if you need help finding a good book. We look forward to working with you and 
talking books at Lewisville Main! 

#FarmersRead 


